year. In his place Abd al-Malik son of
Marwan I was made Khalifa. Besides
being a man of unique military ability,
Abd al-Malik was also a patron of learn-
ing, art and architecture. He and his son
Walid are considered to be two of the
greatest architects of their time. The
great Mosque at Damascus which he
began in 705 A.D. was finished by his
son Walid.

^According to the local
* tradition, this Masjid Jami* was built on
the spot where originally stood a pagan
temple of the Sun, or of Jupiter, which
dates back to the pre-Roman epoch (112-
95 B.C.). The Christians transformed and
used the temple as a church. In 636 A.D.
when the Muslims captured Damascus,
they used only half of this church for
prayer, until Walid I (705-715 A.D.)
acquired posession of the whole building
and turned it into a mosque. In plan it
is rectangular, about 530 ft. by 320 ft.
surrounded by four walls with square
minarets at each angle. Length-wise, little
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